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tragedy is that it does not lead. And the tragedy
goes deep for America and for the whole world.
Great as America is, it is her own doing that she
is not greater. Her " resources " are vaster than
she knows and not always what she thinks they
are.

The argument is sometimes used by Americans
that the abstention of the intelligentsia from
national politics increases the amount of first-class
talent available for forms of social service other
than the political, and that this, in a country
which " needs very little government/' is not only
natural but desirable. Doubtless there is weight
in the argument, but many considerations must
be borne in mind before the exact force of it can
be estimated. Even if it be true that America
" needs very little government," is it not equally
true that, being what she is, she needs that little
of the very best ? And may it not be added that
whatever be the amount of government she needs
(if such things are to be spoken in quantitative
terms) the amount she actually gets, as judged by
the output of legislation, is astonishingly large ?

From which the conclusion would seem to be
that precisely because America needs very little
government she also needs the wisest of legis-
lators, if only to know where legislation ought to
stop. Fora wise legislature is known, not by the
multitude of the laws that it makes and by its
passion for making more and ever more, but
rather by putting a curb on its own law-making